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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 3,308 NA 988 2,697
1940 3,844 NA 1,375 2,778
1945 3,540 NA 1,056 1,838
1950 4,409 1,560 1,395 3,367
1954 4,523 1,320 1,206 2,474
1959 4,867 925 1,664 2,316
1964 3,655 732 449 1,483
1969 3,999 206 500 751
1974 4,610 153 144 480
1978 3,726 117 196 331
1982 4,459 105 139 272
1987 3,360 141 47 75
1992 3,575 (D) 41 95
1997 4,837 (D) 24 (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 160 150 150

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 147 41 52
Grains ---- ---- ----
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 63 (D) (D)
Other field crops --- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons --- ---- (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries --- (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) ---- ----
Forest Products Sold 48 24 15

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 1,621 1,645 1,151

Poultry and products ---- ---- ----
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 1,000 1,212 (D)
Hogs and pigs ----- ---- ----
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) ----
Other livestock and         
  products (D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 1,768 1,685 1,203

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 5 33 20

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 11 31 89 58 4 2 ---- 195
1978 6 21 70 47 10 ---- 1 155
1982 5 36 82 48 10 1 1 182
1987 3 24 67 49 5 2 1 150
1992 4 22 73 43 7 1 ---- 150

1997 9 27 80 35 5 4 ---- 160
1/ Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 57 44 44
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 93 106 116

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 ---- 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 4 3 1
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 20 35 28
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 29 32 39
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 49 34 39
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 47 46 52
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 59 56 58
NA  Not available.  ----  Represents zero.
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ALLEGHANY
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Alleghany County is situated among the Alleghany Mountains in the
west central part of Virginia.  Named after the great chain of mountains on
its western border, Alleghany was formed in 1822 from parts of Bath,
Botetourt, and Monroe. 

          In 1997, the area of Alleghany in farms amounted to 31,063 acres,
which is only 11 percent of the county’s 285,367 acre total land area.
According to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 160 farms in the
county, each averaging 194 acres in size.  The average value per farm,
including land and buildings, was $238,953.

The topography of the county, while beautiful, is rugged and
mountainous,  with much of the land unsuited to agriculture. In fact, a full
254,026 acres of Alleghany are forested. However, some extremely fertile
soils can be found along the valleys of the Jackson and Cowpasture Rivers,
along the Potts and Dunlop Creeks, and near countless other streams.  The
elevations of the valleys vary from 1,000 to 2,000 feet above sea level, with
some mountain points ascending to nearly 3,600 feet.  Based on data from
the  weather station located at Hot Springs in Bath County, temperatures for
the area average about 32 degrees in January and 70 degrees in July with
annual precipitation totaling about 41 inches.  The frost-free growing season
averages about 157 days.

In addition to agriculture, industries in the area include a large
paper mill, a synthetic fibers plant, a textile manufacturer, and a rubber
products plant.  Timber operations, especially those that process pulpwood,
are another important industry in the area.  

For those that do farm in Alleghany County, livestock and poultry
products supply about 92 percent of the income, with crops contributing
another 8 percent.  The total income from farm products sold in 1997
amounted to  $1,768,000.

As over three-fourths of the county is woodland, Alleghany boasts
both the George Washington National Forest and part of Douthat State Park.
The principal shopping and marketing points for residents are Clifton Forge
and Covington, the county seat.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 13,176.  The total
gross personal income that year was $191.3 million, or an average of
$14,521 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 618 84,912 25 8,722 1,739 12,797 9,535 NA 33,099
1940 526 87,206 29 12,162 1,812 13,155 NA NA NA
1945 543 81,367 30 9,028 2,904 9,008 11,695 NA 46,357
1950 566 81,599 67 7,713 3,226 7,112 9,631 NA 51,236
1954 488 73,153 58 7,171 2,264 6,777 7,718 NA 45,035
1959 429 64,853 76 6,390 3,000 5,346 10,919 NA 37,358
1964 299 45,074 107 4,382 2,505 4,450 4,860 2,665 5,523
1969 248 44,522 157 4,611 711 7,039 3,841 2,900 6,977
1974 2/ 195 34,012 325 3,710 458 6,273 3,243 3,566 4,654
1978 155 31,177 456 3,704 448 5,213 4,115 4,698 11,916
1982 182 33,921 640 3,902 430 6,753 3,647 6,183 11,840
1987 150 28,208 765 3,567 275 4,691 4,317 4,132 9,346
1992 150 25,810 1,367 3,139 925 4,929 1,746 3,518 10,414
1997 160 31,063 1,185 5,026 582 7,034 5,346 3,389 8,288
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over. 2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 457 2,112 19,032 21,144 143 2,706 2,556 5,262
1940 242 NA NA 23,233 137 NA NA 8,441
1945 398 NA NA 17,967 237 NA NA 6,760
1950 262 1,129 6,537 7,666 131 857 1,125 1,982
1954* 74 785 2,633 3,418 46 275 345 620
1959* 54 433 1,984 2,417 24 59 153 212
1964* 19 94 340 434 9 29 35 64
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.   

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 422 39,552 12 573 NA NA
1950 2/ 117 7,229 26 680 NA NA
1954 3/ 1 25,000 39 402 NA NA
1959 3/ 5 85,700 9 131 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 1 (D) 1 5 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 30
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA ---- ----
1978 5/ ---- ---- 1 (D) 2 (D)
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1992 ---- ---- 1 (D) 1 (D)
1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.   ---- Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 3,223 23.4 75,361 1,406 12.2 17,095
1940 3,544 29.5 104,722 1,571 19.7 31,024
1945 2,082 24.1 50,107 755 14.3 10,829
1950 1,414 38.6 54,514 395 15.6 6,144
1954 1,113 47.4 52,797 148 18.4 2,726
1959 2/ 906 60.4 54,714 104 21.4 2,224
1964 289 43.6 12,590 17 21.8 370
1969 454 81.1 36,809 51 38.4 1,960
1974 294 55.8 16,413 43 46.4 1,995
1978 230 83.1 19,107 (D) (D) (D)
1982 342 72.8 24,899 NA NA NA
1987 47 (D) (D) NA NA NA
1992 114 60.4 6,890 NA NA NA
1997 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 31 135 2,087 12 219 8 74 189 8,291 13 324
1940 116 339 7,836 92 1,945 14 227 315 23,161 4 230
1945 18 205 4,589 129 2,150 61 568 191 10,762 NA 42
1950 28 176 3,825 168 4,933 NA NA 62 7,035 1 90
1954 1 225 6,464 102 3,057 NA NA 33 4,524 NA 259
1959 11 139 5,266 66 2,196 4 60 22 1,450 1 65
1964 NA 26 641 25 890 NA NA 7 949 NA 56
1969 16 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 2 NA NA NA NA NA NA 3 194 1 58
1978 12 (D) (D) 4,203 214,133 314 8,010 (D) 247 NA NA
1982 3 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1 (D) NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 2,727 214 364 2,287 1,566 50 50
1940 4,290 702 1,629 2,997 3,084 101 130
1945 4,071 482 863 3,132 3,314 149 232
1950 4,760 584 1,119 3,604 3,968 194 208
1954 4,969 838 1,522 3,067 2,699 338 358
1959 5,063 1,672 2,683 2,180 2,284 154 180
1964 3,448 817 1,163 1,831 1,506 319 301
1969 3,487 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 2,903 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 2,957 551 1,093 2,180 2,781 62 69
1982 3,241 688 1,935 2,204 2,476 194 335
1987 3,247 867 1,696 2,104 2,883 (D) 124
1992 3,014 858 1,703 1,756 2,658 (D) (D)
1997 4,600 703 1,871 3,251 4,890 121 267

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

ALLEGHANY


